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The Partners at Milne Berry & Berger, Victor Berger
and Harry Freedman are pleased to announce that
the name of the yrm has now been changed as at
1 July 2006, to Milne Berry Berger & Freedman.
Harry Freedman has been with the yrm since 1987
and we have taken this opportunity to start the new
ynancial year with this change. We look forward to
being of service to you in the future.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD NOISE DISPUTES
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Inside this issue:

An issue which can regularly raise itself and affect neighbourly relations is when unpleasant and
annoying noise is made by people in your neighbourhood. Noises such as dogs barking, alarms
ringing, parties extending to the early hours of the night can not only disturb your peaceful enjoyment
but also lead to conpict with your neighbours.

The obvious initial steps to take are to address the problem with your neighbour and hopefully that
may resolve all the issues. If you are unable to speak to your neighbour or cannot resolve the noise
then there are other legal avenues available.

If the problem complained about happens regularly (such as regular late parties or dog barking) then
you can contact a Community Justice Centre (iCJC0) which are independent (although Government
funded) Centres specialising in settling differences between neighbours without entering into
complicated and expensive legal processes. The process does not cost you any money and boasts of
achieving a 95% success rate.

Unfortunately, attending CJC Mediations is not compulsory and the problem may remain.

Local Councils have certain powers under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997

(fithe POEO Acto) and they can issue:-

e APrevention Notice (Section 96);

* A Noise Control Notice (Section 264);

*  Notices covering the noise from animals and
appliances such as air conditioners, swimming
pools, radios, sound equipment, musical
instruments, lawn mowers and alarms.

If your neighbour is continually noisy or has a
noisy animal you may seek a Noise Abatement
Order under Section 268 of the POEO Act. We can
assist you in preparing the Application.

You might also be able to contact not only your Local Council but your Local Police Station who
are empowered under Section 276 of the POEO Act to issue a Noise Abatement Direction. This
Direction can be issued at any time day or night and remain in force up to 28 days. Failure to comply
with the Notice can result in ynes of up to $3,300.00 and on the spot ynes.

Noisy alarms are another source of irritation and Notices can issue upon your request by your Local
Council or the Police. It is an offence for a building intruder alarm to be heard in other homes
unless it stops ringing within 5 minutes. It is an offence for a car alarm to make a noise (unrelated
to an accident or break in) for more than 45 seconds. Police and Council Ofycers can issue Penalty
Notices for continuously or intermittently sounding alarms. These penalties can range from $200.00
to $600.00.

Speeding Infringement
Notices 2

Are you owed money
— what can you do
to recover it? 2

Are you a Builder.
Is it a Blessing
or a Curse? 3

Can | Challenge a Will? 4

How Well Do You Know
Your Mobile Phone Service
Provider? Are They
Working For You? 4

What is a Retention
of Title Clauses? 5

Smoke Alarms
in Rental Units 5

General information
about MBBF 6

Special points
of interest:

1. Does your Contract
have Retention of
title clause ?

2. How good is your
mobile service
provider?

3. Thinking of
disputing a Will?

4. Speculating paying
a speeding ticket?
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